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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To suppress increase in the storage capacity of communication terminal 
equipment caused by the distribution of image data from center equipment to communication terminal 
equipment. 

SOLUTION: The center equipment 1 stores plural kinds of image information to be distributed to 
communication terminal equipment 2 into a storage device 13 as image data encoded for plural data 
classes concerning respective data amounts and distributes the image data of data class requested from 
the communication terminal equipment 2. The communication terminal equipment 2 determines the data 
class of image data to be requested to the center equipment 1 based on the summed-up result of 
request frequency for a piece of music through a system control part 25, transmits a data transfer start 
request message containing that data class to the center equipment 1 , receives image data distributed 
from the center equipment 1 , stores them in a storage device 26, decodes these image data through an 
image decoding part 27 together with the reproduction of music and displays them on a monitor 24. 
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In this process, when the communication 



terminal equipment 2 stores image data in the lower 
layer of the background image of a song requested from 
the user, the system control part 25 receives 
distribution of difference information for changing 
the image data in the lower layer to image data in 
the higher layer fed from the center equipment 1 while 
reproducing the image data in the lower layer. 
[0096] 

When the system control part 25 determines 
that a data class of the currently-stored image data 
corresponding to a song number does not coincide with 
a data class determined on the basis of the request 
frequency management table and the image data class 
determination table, and that a change is possible 
with only transmission of the difference information 
(S28), the system control part 25 starts to 
regenerate the background image in the lower layer 
(lower layer) on the basis of the currently-stored 
image data ( S2 9 ) . 
[0097] 

The system control part 25 requests the 
center equipment 1 to distribute the difference 
information of the image data in the higher layer of 
the background image under regeneration, receives 
the difference information distributed from the 
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center equipment 1, stores it in the storage device 
26 (S30), and updates the stored image data 
management table (S31) . 
[0098] 

The system control part 25 reads out a 
current regeneration position (P) of the image data 
under regeneration from the image decoding part 27 
(S32) , once resets the image decoding part 27, merges 
the difference information of the image data received 
from the center equipment 1, transfers it to the image 
decoding part 27, and starts to regenerate the 
background image in the higher layer from the 
regeneration position (P) (S33) . 
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